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messenger to your Royal Majesty, which I, in your   CHAP.
Royal Majesty's behalf, have not refused to allow ^^^^
him to do.    And whereas he let me see the letter,    1567.
and I knew not whether there were any one with
your Royal Majesty that could understand French,
I have caused the same letter of his to be translated
into  Danish, so that your Majesty may learn his
meaning therein.   And we consider it to be well, that
when your Royal Majesty has decided in which castle
your Royal Majesty wills that he shall be kept, that
your Royal Majesty then write to him, that since
your Royal Majesty cannot so speedily come hither,
he repair to the same castle there to await infor-
mation and answer from your Royal Majesty."

In the following not quite tasteful translation of
Bothwell's letter, which accompanied the advice of
Peter Oxe and John Friis, the King could read how,
according to the representation of the former, " after
the last alliance, imprisonment, and invention of
false complaints against the Queen of Scotland, your
Royal Majesty's kinswoman and descendant, and
against me, both her councillors, your Majesty's
obedient servants, as also the greatest part of the
nobility of the Scottish kingdom, have considered it
to be right, that I come before your Majesty to
declare her cause, and to desire your Majesty's good
counsel and assistance for her deliverance, as from
the Lord and Prince on whom, both on account of
kinship and descent, as also on account of the ancient
alliance which has been between both your kingdoms
from time immemorial, she altogether relies. I was
forced by stress of weather into Norway at a place
which is called Arsond (Karmsund), where I intended
to stay and wait for some of my ships which, by the